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Newsletter No 19 - October 2007
In our last newsletter of July 2007, we advised you that Essex County Council had registered approx. 60% of Coombe Wood as a Village Green (VG). This now establishes for you, the residents of a defined neighbourhood, a special and unique legal right to enjoy and pursue legal sports and pastimes within the Village Green area without hindrance and interruption. Your Committee is naturally delighted at this outcome, and all those members and residents who took the time and trouble to complete the various questionnaires and evidence forms should be congratulated. Without this documentation the Village Green status would not have been achieved. For these reasons this newsletter is being circulated not just to members but also to all residents of this neighbourhood.

Since the ECC Village Green registration decision, our local Council has formed a Committee whose objective it is to look at and decide upon all of the options surrounding Coombe Wood to best manage the land. This includes all aspects of improvements, partnership(s) with expert groups and even the Council buying more land or selling their existing holding. We very much want to be involved with this Committee and contact arrangements are already in hand. You may have seen articles on this and other interesting matters on Coombe Wood in the local press recently.

As we also said in our last newsletter, your Committee is not fully satisfied with the fact that only 60% of Coombe Wood was agreed to be registered as a VG. We have taken legal advice on various aspects of our application from a Solicitor and Barrister. In summary, recent changes in the Village Green legislation means that there may be some hope of increasing the area already registered. However, to go down this route would obviously entail some extra cost, but more importantly a high level of input from the residents of the neighbourhood. In the attachment, we have put some questions for you to complete (part A) and welcome its return indicating whether you can provide the appropriate support.

Finally, it is also time for the Friends of Coombe Wood AGM and renewal of memberships and we would welcome your support by indicating your attendance or otherwise in order to arrange an appropriate venue. We believe it is vital at this stage to maintain a strong membership within the neighbourhood, to ensure an authoritative standing in our discussions with the local Council, and to get the best out of our newly acquired Village Green. More importantly also, is not to lose the opportunity to increase the size of woodland already registered.

Many thanks for your continuing support and we would appreciate it if you would complete and the return the Performa overleaf as soon as possible.  

Part A   Potential for Increased Area of Village Green 

Name ……………………………………………………………………………

Address
……………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………

 
Tel No..……………………………………

            Approx. how long have you used Coombe Wood?  ………………………….

            Would you be happy for a member of FOC to call/visit

            to assist in completion of documentation?                        YES/NO…………..

Part B   Annual General Meeting 2007

            (Current members only may vote, but all residents are welcome to attend)

            Proposed Date of AGM     Thursday 16th December 2007           

            Do you plan to attend the AGM                                         YES/NO…………

  We will advise you of the venue when number of attendees is known.

Part C   Membership
          (Annual fee maintained at £5 per household, (or £2 for associated membership).

          I wish to renew my membership / become a new member  (delete as appropriate)

          Fee enclosed. (A receipt will be given)  for    £……….       
 Please return this form to:

Mrs B Hayes, Secretary FOC 

84, Kenneth Road

Thundersley SS7 3AN

01268 792170    

Alternatively you may phone 

Terry Isherwood 01268 757945

or Terry Russell 01268 752451

END


