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News Letter No 32…. November 2012

And Notice of AGM  
Dear Members and Supporters
Friends of Coombe Wood was formed to preserve the access rights we, the local residents, had enjoyed over Coombe Wood for as long as we could remember.  Thanks to our efforts that part of the woods south of the principal brook is now a registered Village Green giving us legal right of access for those lawful pursuits and pastimes that we had historically participated in.  

Your committee consider it vital that we continue to monitor the situation to ensure these hard won rights are not eroded and therefore we ask you to continue to support us as you have done in the past.  Without your support we would not have got as far as we have.

Since the last newsletter we have been engaged in the following.
· Continued to support the application for the northern part of Coombe Wood to be a registered village green thus giving us right of access over the whole of the woods.  After a three day public enquiry from which the inspector recommended registration the application is still with Essex County Council.  We will inform you of the outcome.
· Erected three information boards at the principal entrances to the village green.  These notice boards were funded by the Neighbourhood Budget and excellently project managed by our chairman who also did most of the construction.

· Created the Coombe Wood web site, http://www.friendsofcoombewood.org.uk, the work of John Rostron.  Please visit the website, it is full of information on Coombe Wood past and present.
· Continued to consult with Castle Point Borough Council on marking the Village Green boundary.

It is noted that Essex County Council has approved the application for a new bridleways along Lake Drive, which then turns left into Coombe Wood, runs down the hill too the bottom where it turns right, eventually joining the existing bridleway.
Annual General Meeting.
As we reach the end of our financial year, the FOC constitution requires that an AGM is held to review both the past achievements of the year as well as ongoing and future plans, and not least of course the election of the committee. 
The proposed date is Wednesday the 28th November at a venue to be decided, if you wish to attend please let us know so that dependant upon the number of attendees, we can organise a suitable venue and notify you of the location and start time.

The agenda for the AGM is as follows

· Officers

Our chairman, after several years of sterling service wishes to step down, the remainder of the officials and committee members have expressed their willingness to continue to serve Friends of Coombe Wood, albeit with some changes in their roles.  Your committee recommends the following rearrangement of roles. (A cabinet reshuffle?)
· Terry Isherwood moves from Treasurer to Chairman
· Terry Tokeley moves from Committee Member to Treasurer

· Beryl Hayes moves from Secretary to Committee Member 

· John Rostron moves from Committee Member to Secretary

If anyone else wishes to be considered for these roles, or to serve on the committee, please let us know.  It is recommended that the committee meets quarterly unless unforeseen matters of an urgent nature require the Chairman to call a special meeting.
· Affiliations

To continue our membership of

· Open Spaces Society - £40

· Castle Point Association of Voluntary Services - £8.50

· Website domain

To continue the web site hosting/domain name - £60

· Membership fees

To maintain the membership fees at £5 per household
· Constitution changes

The need for several minor changes has become apparent during the year and a proposed new constitution is attached with the changes in red.
· Objectives

The objectives of Friends of Coombe Wood are as set out in the constitution.
Membership Renewal.
Finally, it is that time of the year when annual memberships are due for renewal, and once again the Committee recommends that the formal membership level remains at £5 per household to meet our ongoing administrative expenses.  However, as we have stated previously, it is a fact that donations over and above the membership level do play an important part in our financing arrangements, and there has in the past been a most generous response to our requests for such donations.  Once again any donations that you are able to make over and above the annual membership would be more than welcome.  
Please complete the slip below and return with your membership subscription to the secretary whose address is shown above, or to your local committee member at the following addresses:

Terry Isherwood

Terry Tokeley


John Rostron

28 Thundersley Grove

22 Coombewood Drive

431 Kents Hill Road

Benfleet


Benfleet


Benfleet

Essex
SS7 3EB 

Essex
SS7 3EA

Essex
SS7 4AD
Please make cheques payable to:
Friends of Coombe Wood

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Enrolment/Renewal for_{name }_________________________________________

{address}_____________________________________________________________
{email and Tel No}___________________________/____________________________________

Please enrol /renew my membership of Friends of Coombe wood for 2012/13.  (£5 per household).

Signed _____________________________________

 (Receipts will be given)

Best wishes and thank you for your continuing support,

From your Committee. 
Affiliated to – The Open Spaces Society

                        CAVS (Castle Point Association of Voluntary Services)  


