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and
Notice of AGM

Dear Members and Supporters
Friends of Coombe Wood was formed to preserve the access rights we, the local residents, had enjoyed over Coombe Wood for as long as we could remember.  Would you believe it but that was in 2000. However, we are now pleased to inform you that, thanks to all our efforts, all of the woods are now registered as a Village Green giving us legal right of access for those lawful pursuits and pastimes that we had historically participated in.  Without your support this would not have been possible and it is important that we continue to look after our unfettered access to Coombe Wood.
You might be forgiven in thinking that we have been idle this last year but far from it.  Those of you who visit our web site, maintained by John our secretary, will know that he keeps it up to date with the ‘comings and goings’ of the plants and wild life in the woods.  Also the maps and information on the notice boards have been updated to reflect the acceptance of the inspector’s report by Essex County Council that the northern part of Coombe Wood be registered as a Village Green, number 255. 

Most of our effort has been in regard to the fencing that excluded part of the Village Green in the northern part of the woods.  The situation is quite complex.  The land owner has now removed a section of the fence and used it to secure the boundary between the rest of his land and that which is Village Green.  Not all of it is down but access to that area is now available.   We remain committed to the removal of the entire fence.   
Access to Coombe Wood from the North (Church Road)
Access to the woods from Church Road was either by the foot path adjacent to Kingston Primary School, which is private property and any access would be by their permission, or through the Church field.  We only used the Church field by the ‘church’s permission’, which they can withdraw at any time.  Thus there never was any public way into the woods from Church Road.  We understand that the owner of the fence has ‘donated’ it to the Church, who are adamant that it is on their land and that they intend to keep it in place. However, we are actively pursuing the matter with the Church and are hopeful that, in the future, they will make some form of access through the North fence from across their field.
Annual General Meeting
As we reach the end of our financial year, the FOC constitution requires that an AGM is held to review both the past achievements of the year as well as ongoing and future plans and, not least of course, the election of the committee. 

The proposed date is Thursday 9th January 2014 at a venue to be decided.  If you wish to attend please let us know, by contacting a committee member by email or telephone, so that dependent upon the number of attendees, we can organise a suitable venue and notify you of the location and start time.

The agenda for the AGM is as follows:
· Officers

Following last year’s reshuffle your committee has indicated that they are prepared to continue in their current roles
· Terry Isherwood - Chairman

· Terry Tokeley - Treasurer

· Beryl Hayes - Committee Member 

· John Rostron - Secretary

If anyone else wishes to be considered for these roles, or to serve on the committee, please let us know.  It is recommended that the committee meets quarterly unless unforeseen matters of an urgent nature require the Chairman to call a special meeting.

· Affiliations

· Open Spaces Society - £40
· Castle Point Association of Voluntary Services - £8.50

· Website domain

To continue the web site hosting and domain name - £60

· Membership fees

To maintain the membership fees at £5 per household
Membership Renewal
Finally, it is that time of the year when annual memberships are due for renewal, and once again the Committee recommends that the formal membership level remains at £5 per household to meet our ongoing administrative expenses.  However, as we have stated previously, it is a fact that donations over and above the membership level do play an important part in our financing arrangements, and there has in the past been a most generous response to our requests for such donations.  Once again any donations that you are able to make over and above the annual membership would be more than welcome.  

Please complete the slip below and return with your membership subscription to the secretary whose address is shown above, or to your local committee member at the following addresses:

Terry Isherwood


Terry Tokeley


John Rostron

28 Thundersley Grove

22 Coombewood Drive

431 Kents Hill Road

Benfleet



Benfleet



Benfleet

Essex
SS7 3EB 

Essex
SS7 3EA

Essex
SS7 4AD

Tel: 01268 757945

Tel: 01268 753302

Tel: 01268 757984

terry.isherwood@talktalk.net
ttokley@aol.com


johnmargaret@tiscali.co.uk
Please make cheques payable to:
Friends of Coombe Wood

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Enrolment/Renewal for_{name }_________________________________________

{address}_____________________________________________________________
{email and Tel No}___________________________/____________________________________

Please enrol /renew my membership of Friends of Coombe wood for 2012/13. 
(£5 per household).

Signed _____________________________________

 (Receipts will be given)

Best wishes and thank you for your continuing support,

From your Committee. 
Affiliated to Open Spaces Society (OSS)

                     Castle Point Association of Voluntary Services (CAVS)


